CRUCIFIXION
" But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.
u And he said unto them, "Why are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts ?
" Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.
"And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.
u And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat ?
" And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.
u And he took it and did eat before them."
What could be more clear and certain than this ? It was Jesus himself, not dead, for he was never dead, though laid in a tomb and therefore among the dead. They took him for a spirit with their usual inability to perceive the truth. " But a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have." He rebuked them, as he afterwards rebuked Thomas, for their inability to see with their eyes and recognise facts. Indeed, it seems doubtful if even after they did recognise he was flesh and blood they fully understood. There is a passage in the Acts which leads me to think that Peter at least did not realise the facts. Paul certainly had no idea of them. Nothing could be more opposed to the facts and truth of Jesus than Paul's specula-